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Program and Events

May 6, Black Sugarionf (Ron & Sarak'y)
Meet ot 10 sm at the bottom of Roo and Sarsh’s
track ut 999 Denmass Rd., Birmlee. Hopefully the
Mgl willl be in full force by then after an sutunm
break, We were 100 eardy ot Liffy, but it was & great
day amyway

June 2, Mt Carelems exploration st Jo sad
Geoll Deams® Meet at Frankford shop on
Frankford bwy st 9.30 am.

July 7, Weegena Meet at 10 am ar Jim
Nebwon's st 68 Dynass Bridge Rd. We'll take &
short walk weather permitting, followed by some
slides and other indoor activities.

Angust 4, Brushy Lagoon & Reedy Marsh
10 am at junction of Bensermans and Prisstieys
Ronds Priestieys Rd can be reached fom
wuuacnhuoltcfuﬂm}hy

| INVERTEBRATA, Tasmania's invertcbesse
nevwsletter m now available fom the website:

11 you want 10 be o & notification list telling
about interesting itzens on the website, (hen

ruaua- . Bob Mesdov, mnd put “notify”

uhjcalhn-dba

Central North Fileld Naturalists

Winter 2002

— L.

Memberships were dee Mareh 1, 2002,
Ownce agaln we have held the rates ot $15
for (mdividuals, $20 for families and 55 for
independent yueng aduoity uader 18 yra.
Send 10 Sarnh Lioyd, 999 Denman's Rd
Blirralee, T

A Trip to King Island.

By Sarsh Lioyd

Ia October 2001, three members of the Central
North Field Nasuralisty vished King Island. National
Water Week was being celebrated dering the fire
week of our stay and Jim Nelsos was there 10 tafk 1o
various groups shout frogs, as well as mssist with the
extnblishment of the Leapfrog site and 10 Jook for frogs
sad burrowing crayfish. (The Leapfiog project akers 1o
rehabditate wotland sreas for the Green and Gold Frog
Livorsa rangformie. It is funded by the NHT andd
sidministerad by the CNFN). Ron Nagorcks and |
were there o conduct bind surveys.

In u sense we were following in the footsteps of the
26 Victorian feld narsenlists who had visited King
Island i November 1887 1o record the flora snd Siuns
there However, despiie being exhaustod after spending
two woeks setting up transects and murveying binds,
our trip was » holidsy compared 1o theirs.

Unlike us, who had flown 5o the Isdand, driven in a
hire car and stayed i lasury a2 the Naracoops
Holidsy flats, they had boen lent & hoat by the
Vicsorian governinent, sailed 1o the west coast and
landed just south of Yellow Rock beach. ( Yellow Rock
#ets 18 name from the colour of the lichen growing on
the gramite rock) Afier heaving their considerble goar
several kilometars o & suitable camping ste, they had
10 pitch teats before the min set in. They Den spent the




sext several wooks aversing the swamps sad forosts by
foot and packhorse, whiks relying oe shooters o
supplemcnt their ratwons.

In one way | envied thenn, s Bey had the opportunity
10 exploce the imland before ‘developement’ was 10 change
the mmture of the place forever

(Bt | didn't exvy (hem their culimary experiences. A
bread fest conststing of soep condensed flom eightcen
wallaby tails docsn't really appeal)

King Isiand lios half way betwees Vicsorm and
Tasmaniz; its sortherly most posat b 50 miles from Cape
Otway on the matndand of Victoria, #3 southerly point the
same distance fram Cape Grimm in Tesmania Between
the Island and Tassania are various rocks and wmall
islunds such as Read, Black Pyramid, Hunter, Barven and

Bankzia margingta end broad-lesved “boobyells™
Myoporum. Eucalypt theest stilt occurs along the valicys
of satne rivuiets, there is also some remaining coessl
heeth, lagnons and saltmarsh Much of S arexs Bat
were furmerly coverad by cucalypt forest (mostly
Tasmanian Bluegum £, globuluy) bave citbet boen
clearsd for agriculture or boos wiped out by wildfire.
The fact that the fauns of King txdsad is more closcly
whin to that of Tasmanis suggests tat & was aftached ©
Tasrmnm of & later period than 1o the mamland.

Frogs

The Vicsonan Fiedd Neturalets comguled extcastve
bonical wod fauna lists during their 1837 expodition,
and it is interesting 0 read some of thelr descriptions of
the inlnad Ssuna

They dentefied three species of frog and state that
“here (Porky Lagoon) as clsewhers on the isfand, the
@i groen fog keeps up an incessant croakiing i the
water "

1t enary be that oer visit was wo esrly (or o cold) fir
s 1o eacouster W Girvon and Gold Frog. However,
while some landowners reported seeing this species,
anccdotal evidemce fum many remdents suggests that @
s doclemod comsidernbly over the years. One landowner
ol us that dpoies and frogs of sey apecies were almost
abeent 25 his chaldren were growing up, but (hat semtery
K¢ 3gain lncreasing

There is probabdy no single reason wivy this frog bas
declined on King Island. Popelations of this aod other
frog apecies fluctuate scconding 10 seascnal conditions
and can booome dormamt 10 survive dry periods. Drassany
of lagoons and wetlands, weed svasion, and the
intenssfication of farming with & cormesponding increase
in the use of chemicals, an incrense in hirds that may food
an frogs sad tadpoles and climatic changes ere just some

of the possible causes.

The Victoran Fueld Naturaluss demifiod 69
species of birds of which 53 are cosnmon 10 bodh
Vicsorm snd Tasmania, 14 are Tasmassn
eademics, and twe are Victorian specics

Since this 1537 expodition, additional spocies
have boen added 1o the la and several apecies
have become extiact

As carly ma 1903, A QL Campbel! stwtes:

“The face of King Island has 5o altered during the
lest 15 years that @ may not be long befive some
foems ars driven away or kifled out, as & roslt of
the openung up of the laad for disry fhrming or
cattle rearing ™

Unfortunately, this was 1o prove s peoghetic
stasement.

The King laland fimu, » smaller snd darker bird
than the sainland form sad more sutted to
Inhabiting thick bash, scomm 10 have boon the first
casualty a3 a direct result of heman prodanon.
Commercial sealers, who arrived on the islund in
1802, used trained dogs 10 hunt the burd 10
supplement thesr dies Fanber cxinctions bave
boen loss direct.

disappenred s & result of land clearing and flees

Scovent) other spocses are considerod Critically
endangered Incladmg Orange-bedlied Pamot,
Prown Thorsbell and Scrubtit, and yulnersble
spocies nclude Australasias Bitern, Green
Roseila, Yellow Watricbird and Blachk Currawong.

| had read several accounts of the hird funa
befiore this, sy firt wip (0 the island None were
encouraging and the sentcace thet | most
remembered. “From a bed's point of view, &t is
now like an casls in 8 desert of pastuse * (AG
Campbell, (1903) refirring to an area sround Pass
River) seemed very pessmstic.

But my first improssion was that the nlasd was
not as desudod of vegettion as | had fesred

Another encoursgmg sign was (ho onthesiasm
and comenitment of manry landowners who i the
et feti or 50 yeary had tnken advantage of
Vanous (nitstives 1 fence remasnt vegetation

The nim of my visit was 1o continee work
iniated by Rickard Donsghey while bushcare
officer.

Fanded by the Nassral Heritage Trust, the
“Biodiversty imdicators for sustainable laad
management” projoct sime ko idontify aad 10
prevest further doms of those species that e



particularty vulnerable 10 land cloaring and 10
nastst landowners in the management of their
remyisst bush

This sot only gave me the opportunity 10 look st
bush remmanty o private land not peevicusly
surveysd but also the chance o talk 10 landowners
and others who had spent most of their lives on the
mland Many of these people had not anly
witnessed changos i the bed fauna, but aiso had
they ows ideas a3 to why these changes had
occuneal

It 5 always reasonably easy to get information
ahout berds that have increzsad over the yeuns
Most are conspicuous specics that have benefited
by the activities of people.

The Australian Magpie was introduced n 1901,
11 bas since spread to becomme one of the sland's
most comman beds. Likewsse, Common Starlings
have increasod and are posieg o roul threst 10
hollow nestang birds such as the King Island
subspocies of e Green Hosella

In the report by Groen aad McCOarvie (1971),
Assstralisn Wood Ducks didn't rate s mention and
Awstralian Sheldock were ‘rarcly encountered on
the island’. Both have benefited by the increase m
pasiure (o beocens ¢ coommon feature of the
Innddscape. Wild Twtkey, Common Pheasent and
Purple Swamghes may have incressed texause
more resmmmant besh i bemg fenced 10 exclude
wnck, thus providing some protection R them
whem broodmg. Forest Revema, that many locals
told me used 1o be in very unall numbers 30 years
ago, have probably incressed due 10 an sbundance
of roadkills.

1t ts sdwarys much moee difficult o got anccdotal
evidence of those birds that have decreased as these
are invaniably the smaller bards Gut are loss
feniliang 10 most people. Brown Thoenbills, Pk
Robin and the endemic Scrubeit are now only scon
oocasiomally, and the rwo extant pardalotes (the
Forty-Spotied haviag slready bocome extisct) were
@ very small ssmbors during the surveys. But
there wis some good news’ The small but
dmstinctive Eastern Spinchill, that was believed o
b extinet on the tsland (Garnett 2000) has boen
seen by » nsmber of rediable observers daring the
past year And & further sightng was reported W
me snoe My visit, - & bind wes seen just sowth of
Narscoops on the 3071201

The guestion |'m most oftes asked by
lundowners afler a survey & “did you find unything
unusual? And while finding someshang unususl s
always a theill for those of us with & passion for the

nataral world, what 1 find ooost satisfying s socmyg
those species that should still be there, as increasingly
they mre mot

Afer all, we should be able to operase in this workd
withost wiping out those species with which we
et
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The Magpie and the Frog
by Jem Nedwo

As Seenh mentioned (n her arvicle, the Australian
Magpic was mntroduced to King Islasd and is now
flourishing Locals say that in the last few yeurs the
Magpie population has incressod dramatically. Al the
saune tame, Litoria ranjformiz (Green sad Gold Frog)
soorms 10 be in severs decline for unkoown ressoos It
cocun 10 me that the increase @ Magpies could well
b related 10 the docling of the flog, grven Sat
Magpies are scounng every paddock, and the frog =
dmy active and bikes nothing betier than baskmg in the



N in ofen arcws soar damw. Magpees are cermainly
knows i eat frogs, and the dechine of the Sog may
mof be such & syatery on King Island.

The Ureen and Gold Sog hay disppeared from the
entae NW of Tesmnis from unknown causes, snd ms
& result has boem lntod as & vulnerable species. Since
the NW with all its dairy fntm dams and high reisfall
showld repeesent frog heaven for this frog, shows the
anly logical explasation for such o drmatic totl
dissppearsnoe is & discase process. But why woold o
disense ondy tshe out oo species of frog” Why did no
nne notice doad Sogs everywhere? Why would &
discase be confimed 0 the NW caly? There s
probebly esseful anecdotal evidence out there that has
not yet beem coflected, becasse it seomw unliely that
our most prosminent frog coeld entirely disappenr
from a region without anyose soticing anything.

1 understand » recent population of Green and
Gold frogs has been found at Woolnorth: Also, the
fhug is beginmang 10 sppens again around Smithton.
These wuitings could very possibly be related 10 the
lerge nuntber of frogs travelling 10 Simthton sloag
with vegetables for proceming. Some of these make it
10 the factery floor alive and are lucky encagh not 10
contrihete 1o the grees in flozes greea beans. Workers
have oflen relensed these frogs locally, and this may
have effoctively crested re introductions.

ft could be & very mteresting project for a student
ar n keen herpetology enthusiast 1o ronitor these
populations 1o see if the frog w able to persist sad
perhaps tlourish once again in the N'W,

The neysicry of the dissppexrance of the Green snd
Ciold Frog from e entice NW should be comikdered o
worry. Also, the apparent decline on King Idund
shoald be ringing alanm bells — it will be & lot ensier
%0 wnderstand (he doclme while it » happening rasher
than afler they dissppear. If this were & small cuddly
marmmal, # would be more likely that we would be
worried, but possibly sot all that sech moes Fikely
S days. 1T we continwe tn (gnoee the camary dying
i the conlomine wo will pey the price of continuing 1o
lose specios, and possibly e ultinmte price
conctrwing the survival of cor own spocies.

Book Review Tadpoles of South-
Eastern Australia by Marion Anstis,
New Hollund pp281, hardback $60

With just 11 fhogs s Tasmanss, e smateur
enthusiast can soon leam o identify thems all by sighs
and by call, For assistance with this and for e
history mSymation, it is hard to go past the CNIN's
sodio tape (soom to be available in CD) FROGS
TASMANIA.

However, when it comes 10 identifying sdpoles, it
can get & bt confusing and some further assistunce

would be welcome. This book promises that
asnstance, wnd documents 84 of the §9 frogs and
tadpoles livieg in Tasmanian, Victors ssd New South
Wales. You may not want he informuation on all these
mamland frogs, 50 you mey only want 10 sccess this
took ms 8 resoarce throagh the litwary. Or yoo may be
a fanatic a5 frog people oflen wre, and if 5o you will
want 80 8dd this book 1o your own libeary

1t in interesting that Markos Anstis iy & veacher of
e in Sydacy, and that she has carried out hey
work on froge as an smateer enfhmsiast over many
years Such enthusiasts are coaststent coambutors 8o
herpetological knowledge in Australm, and ssyone
with an intevest cam get out mio the esvwonmen! s
mede unique shacrvatioos.

One of var loog standing members, Paul
Swinthowsk | provided Marion with his observations,
particularly to do with our endemic tree frog, Livoria
Burrowsae. Several ONFN members bave grest
memocies of accompaning Paul to Biechs [ndet in the
SW where he virtually ro-wruto what was thes known
shout L. burrowsae.

Paul and others In the grosp sre il out there
Inoking at frogs and contribeting to ke hustory
information. For years this activity has gose under the
name of the sub-group the Vs Dieman's
Herpesological Study Growup of the CNFN Inc. It s
maore of a network than a group, but if you me
merested in fugs and reptiles, then there is & chance
50 got owt there sad pet mvolved with other emthusi-



