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FProgram of Excursions: 10 am starty

August 7, Weegena, s workshop foe 3 socasd
duy. and Jocal walk o weather stirws et soup
provided. aed htmg scmmething 40 sharo
Seplember 3, Mot at Melrmse fire station o | 0am
o0 U145, Wo willl drive on (shout 25 ) 10 an
vternung natunl ara with ninpeng socisl and
mastural hestory vafoes. It called Hoaly's Gully,
and w cunwntly beey loued by the Devorgpont
Council. We will begn & specios lmt of flom and
Fauna values. Comne aling to see 2 hesutifisl ares,
nud parnicipate n identifying species

Dctober2, Mest ot Gunn's Pl tum-off st 930
10 trave! on o Moumain Valley Log Cabins by 10.
We wild kook of Lan's Private Forest Reserve area
W will be compilieng fists of floen and fmna
salues. There are caves, ghowworme, and flora and
Tauma of particutar wterest. [ the eflernoos we cm
move 06 80 Toey & Alison's land next docr
Nu-hrtucaulﬂuunh‘l’m
Lo travel o Wogether 10 Iris Farm. Peset and Jobo
have invited wn for & retum vinit 1o tis mountain
Peeadion. We will probabdy walk 16 the watey race
wnd the piesic waterfall. Don't ms this ane’
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Overdue Subscriptions
A red check indicanes yor mats are overdes
Quensey st payinonta 1o Seeah

LAKE AUGUSTA

by Helen Jones

Lake Ausgrontn Yiex om the Cermral Plascss of
Tasmanea 10 the wont of Liswenee in n aroa ko as
the 19 Lagooes. After glaciers finally retrostod, aboue
T000 yesry agn, the Teanassan lundscage was probobly
h-mdtedumcmh-lmunhy

Luncties — umadl sand dunes — firmed on the imargine
af lakos i the aren

Sandy hewses are roduced by cmontially the same
procosses that form desses on tha comt, { 2. the actioms of
wind and water These Iikes of the 19 Lagoces ses
have the culy alpine hinettos in Australia and, in fact.
sandy humetien of this type are mil known in any other
pant of the workd

Mont of Lako Auginta = shallow and the volume of
sand i the haneties appesss W tnean that # large ares of
e lake bt was exposal dunng = major drought med
sabyactal o the prevadling strong weserfy wisds The
Sunex 10 the casteen shone of Lake Auguta rise t 56
mtroe

Mdl-caﬂb-uimu-dnﬁw’
suffering sow fails mnd severe frosts The few and far
munlnm:mf!\qn
the mest frost.nsistast woody plant kieran from
Tasmanis and are gnarad ssd twaed by the extrane
westher conditions

Other vegetation consiss of henthe, tomsock.
sodgetand. tusock grassband. bertw and wasl vt
bowe it Thes & coemidered 40 he nemnant alpine
fNlora of Gondwaran ongm



A teport from the Tesmanian Aboriging Land Councit
C199%) indicaten that a sigificant propeoction of the
sharchine around Lake Augusta may contain Abangeal
iy

Rafurencas

Beadbory, J. 1584 Asplien landturms i She Lake Ads - Labke
Augusts area

Frsputrck, J 1997, Alpine Tesmania

Bird Notes From A Small Island (with
* apologies to Bill Bryson)
by Paul Myde

Ten days of sow and freceing lemperssures ovenught
are ool ideal birdwalchaog conditsons in the UK, but &
rocent trip 10 Yorkshere still rovesled some interesting
spocien. Denpits (he sharp decline s maery rurad and
werbuen bord popalations $here in roooM years, some classe
Farden spocica werw evident in Whastdale, makang ume
of e numerous bird feodng stations based on peantts
and seed misex The presence of the berd foeders rflecty
B fhct that 100 of the popudation (over | million
poople ) wre membors uf the Rayal Sockety for the
prosccaion of Birds (RSPD) and the feaders are well used
by Hiue, Creat, Long-tailed and Coal Ths in additson
several fimches, 10 such 0 cxtort that Blue Tits have
increasad thew population against the general dowrwand
trend. On the ground betow B foeders, Robus and
Dunnochs prckod wp e xraps whik: weens, reecrsepen
o the Swushes Koagal for inverschrates All of these
specees safler harmssnant from Magpees, the local
“Dudly”™ oguavalest of our Litle Waltiebirds and the
feeder manufacturers continue W try W devise fooders
more Tesstant 10 raids by Grey Squirrels, resulting i an
rguang wissance compatition fur the squimels
Noticrably abuext, both 0 the valleys of the l'envunes
and o0 Bhe CoAst, wire the winter magrace dyushes
(Aeckifares md redwings ), finches (beamblings and
nﬁ-ﬁ)-‘mm&-nm

A real sign of the tenes Bowever was that after a week
in the Diales, | sew ity fiest Howse AFTER 1 saw o Rod
Kite. The kites wers spparsntly cosmpon m medieval
Englasd, scavenging for curmion in the towss, but by the
carly 20° century, the local popubstion had been rodeced
W 10 puirs = contral Wales, usually ondy seen & exceic
bocatsons e the Tregasron rubbish domp In the late
19505 3 programened relorse of birds 4 the Chillome,
with chicks froon healtry populstions @ mainlsnd
Europe, wis esod 10 baild up sanibers for relcase at other

2

Wi acrum e country, see on the Harvwood
etate north of Leods bang the sowrve of my
sighting. The bund wan seacching over a paddoch,
besede the road, the wonderfally sobile femned tad
clomrly visible o & quick glance from my driving
scal. Although several of ihese Sy bave been fost
duc o iBegal mappeg poisoning, the netionat
population & now up (0 SO0 pairs and the speoes
fus b Sowrgradod from “endangersd” o
“Wroatened”, untike e jumibde sparrow which is
o o G “endangered” It Semilar sucoom has
boan achieved with the Whine tailod sen eagle on
Sootzed mbands and both the Osgwey and Galden
Eagle now have & talon hobd in England

The crasd of tw sparrow and starbing
Popubations has oo stiributed i pan to changsy
m agroultuesl practsoe which have boen Mamod
for & overad declioe i farmdand beds with even
shylarhs wnder theest, bt rooks and woodpegooes
scsttied plontiful and yellowbarmmers ware callg
o the hodgerows arvosd a tarmip fledd on une of
B few days | could get out on foot. Lapwings are
also apparently st rek across the country bt & few
suzzsble flocks were soon as | drove trough Eas
and Nurth Yorkshere A ssowy overmight stay on
the muooty rosuited in the carty moming spoctacle
of s mised flock of 130 flnches loitering in a
nearty tree, waiting Sor my host 1 ok up the
fonding tables The prepondarance of goldfinches
scamed odd, hasod on visms % Ows arca in & fonmer
Iifie, bt 1 tranapired that the soed supplbien have
identifiad the smadl hack Niger seed as a “goldfinch
magnet”™ which is cortamly true if S flock i
santhing W go by

The pages of the RSPH magazine in rocend
years include several itesmm on wind power, with
Inerully brsssreds of turtwnes scheduled fior
inmtaliation slong the west const m the next few
yoars. The charitabie stagus of the RSPH Sevins
Reir offical conumess %0 bard comervmtion ssue
and they have boen scoessful m nogotiating bed
sriketwoeding mstigatson incasurey with some
duvelopers Members” nogative comments on (he
sibgect were maundy on aeshetic grounds with
oocescasl referonce 1o migratory bird strikes
(“ocal birds soon lekrm W avoud them™) with littke
reference o the cancelintion of the Danidh offsbhore
tarhine program i Eire pending a thorough
review Woese sl 1 in now apparent that wind
farma st best break even and in some cases resull
118 et stcresse in Carbon dioxide erosmsionm (per
utity power output ) dum b the meed fur spuming
reserve Nirbines 0 stahilise te power mapply when



integrazing wind sourced power into the grd®
Whale this may not apply 80 Tasmama, grven our
pravary reliance oo hydro poeer, it 4 hard 10 e
how it can be avoided oo he minland. even with
the advere of Basslink. Could this be another case
of O being yeser hehind Europe on an
mvirommental e - belated hanning of TRT
srtrfouling paim spemgs 10 mind?

*Tha Chemical Englnmee, March 2004

Edeor's nne

Apparestly tharn was @ust guciizsesd in
Frtan this Spring when an Amencen Robin
mads (s way acroes the Allests:. Dirdwaichors
pntherad th view the evidence of this
marveloos feat Just in time 10 witsen a local
Sparrowhawh weoop down on the tired
traveler

Birds on Farms: A glovebox guide
to birds and habitat restoration
and management in NW Tasmanin

A Roview by Mary Kille

Thes cageely-awaliod, clegant book 15 af last
availabie for us all to use and engoy With test by
Richard Donaghey, glowsy ring-bound pages, and
Wstrations by Susan Lester it i a credit 1o ol
those who have put s much work imo s
producion. The pubbcation i part of & proyect
“Restoring birds to North Wist Tasmana for
healthy wastainable landscapes™, coordinated by
the NW Environment Contre, fundod by the
Ceoununwenlth Esvicofund, and spoasoted by
Citeening Austradia Tasmsnia

Much more than o fiokd gusde to the
Identification of the hods of Tasenania' Noeth Wos,
it inherent message % a plea %o farmen 1n
mocurage. and enyry the presence of these binh on
ther propeniss, enphasceng the srvices these
turds perfonm for froe comroling insect pesty in
pastuess, crops and plantations, and »o playing an
tmportart role @ keeping landscapes healthy

Practical work on bands in resart vegrtation,
an 53 NW properties, was conductod by Sarah
Llovd and Rxchard Donaghey. and proscrtations on
the practical coeservation messages 1o farmmers
were grven dunng sy farm fickd days. Many of u
were thedied 80 vimt the exhebitaon in the Ramie
Regonal At Gallery n November 2002, of the
work of Susan Loster who was commimanned in

1987 by WIN Television 80 puim 200 delicae
watercohours of bords of Tasmansa. This was %0 lead tn
the publication of an exclusive. fve-volutse colour
publication, with 1est by soologie, Bab Creen and
odited &y Tim Thome. Sadly, the book mever
cventuatod Her oxqumsste pastings werr donmted by
WIN TV 10 the Tasmantan Museum and Art Gallery,
snd some of these pawtings are prmted, flor the first
time., as (llustrations for S book et

he approack 1o birds dilfers from most uther feld
gundes, in ity eonphasis on the birtly” bebaviour, food
od fornging, and expociaily on thoie habitst, and oo
the excorzragomont of fammen lo establah and extend
these habitets, mot cnly for thete sgriculiueal benefits,
bt albes 1 give imcreasing oyoyment in the healthy
exisience of these precious creatures of NW Tasmania

iz aracie by reprinted with the axthor Y parmission
fram the Burme Fleld Nomiralisr y Newsletrer

Rirds on Farme » avaslable froen the ONFN (%c
Sarah), from e Tarkise Shop ih Furnie, and from the

Burnie Regiomal Azt Gallery. $10




10 Days Under the Long White
Cloud (South Island NZ)

by Jim Nelson

Thers anl no Moa
on oV Acteavoa,
Can got ‘e,
They've of ‘e,
There ain? no Moa!
Aarhor wokwrew (hawly i

In carty Apeil, Deb aid | flew to Christetsarch N2
where we mel my brother and ssster-m-taw from the
US with pluns 0 sraved as much of the Sower tulf of
the South inland as we could. O isterests were
fiemly focersed on matursl history, and we road up
beforchand about things we cxpected 1o cocounter
The books Sy really prepare us for the wonderflsl
hemay of the natirsd arc, and 10 days was
coruunly 100 littie tioe W o wmytheng more thas get
an overvisw i orer 10 plan a return visit

The drive south down the Fast coust from

where, and hardly a trace of native vegetation. Even
a viut to the Bosase Oarden m Christchurch
rovealed cady & mnall sectson of pative flora, while
e cutive city extibited an abunidance of beautsful
woes from around the world, with the excegtim of
anything sative o NZ

Heading south from Dunedin we 1ok the comt
ruad and rar Owahs for supposed]y
welk akng & o for tuving the endwngerd
Hooker 'y ses lons (Mhocarcarcios hookerr). But e
tade wins in forcing ws 40 walk through ek scritiby
vegetation for about 'y sn howr fillowing messdering
tewcks that | thouglit nust have heen made by cattle
Later | dmoovered they were scs hion tracks, and that
they can travel up to | km mland! Whes we firally
Uiscoverod the sea lions, ey wore bying lug-fiks on &
suredy beach. My trother docided 1o climb ep a dune
for & bottor view, where e maddenty did 2 fine,
crisasung acrial pircuetie 1o the accompaninent of
a 1our as he slmaoet sepped on a large, angry male
sca lon. Manorios of ther epesode emenained the rest
ol us for the ramaindss uf the wip

Further sauth we finally began 10 sec sate nating
foreat arems around the Catlim Forot. Most N2.
plaests are evergroan, with ferms, chlenbers and
cpvphytes abundant winong B niinforest roe spec
The drstiotive character of the plants aod animai of
NZ bogan when the Tinenan Sca made its first

sppoarmce aound 120 midlion years ago and
Crmbwaneland began (o be dranemborad. Many life
forms sech as dinasaurs bave come and gons in NZ,
but others mach a5 the podocarps, taataras (Reand-lhe
smciont reptifey ), Kivin and wiotas (very ancient cricket
relative} are reminders of & usique evelutieary past

NWMWM~
linex. with mare than 8% of flowering plant specics
ocvuering sowhore else. The podocary species, for
nstance, evolvad from Sheir Goodwanan ancesturs !
ourtshed in NZ (o thew grestest cxtent. The variad
peukogy and e dyvanic, changeable environmerns
and chenate wast have served 10 foster sach specistion

Wihen we artived at leveegargill it tirmed out to be
& rather stark bookusg oty aller the chanm of
Chrabcharch and Dunodan It s described n the
Lovedy Manet Cusde a3 “a place of plasd shirts snd
Bl harcuts”™ But our dostinatson was Aevwart bstand,
which is 5 one hour fesry ride deaving from Bl
Swowurt Ishand has in rocent yoars besn proclaimed »
National Fark, snd has only one sestlement st
Haltiwoon Hay. Owr msin objective was 10 vt e
el wonders of Ulva Isluid whnch s umnhabited, aod
reached by wolir tan from Stewan fsland Utva In iy
one of a namber of nland srexs whers intamive
ranoval of Toral posts hay been cumied vut, sl
provides 3 safe haven whers ound neting burds sech
a the Stewant Esland kiwi are abile 10 flournd
Removal of rets i partulsr has caused o hush
reconvery of prlants as well as binds

Thee Ksoee (Ratrus exwdonts) is the Pacific rat
brought o NZ by the Maon as 3 favoured food. Hage
nunmbers of this fpecics cating the seeds, fruit and
young plants (not o mention eggs, N, frogs,
inverichrates, and buds), ve s awnmous impact
The Dept of Conservation reoommends sradiualion 0o
Inlonds. The wevival of e black ont (8. ratius) and the
Nerweyiam rat (2 norvegions ) ouscompetad the Sion
on the mandand where they aee bow i low numbers.
[stands are thar refiage, and ooex such s Ulve where
The rats have heen removes! continne 10 be scaniered
wihi specially designed 1080 tobe-tragw i cane sy
rals mrive on hoals of debris. Hacovery affer remonal
of rats has boon astorushing.

Ancthier dmasiioos utroducon was the Tasvanian
brushtail posssm ( Prichasurns velsocnia) in 1948 for
o fur nde. They are tow distributed over Y2% of NZ,
sl number aroend 60 o whuch caeses them 1o
be the most Neguently encuurtered roadkstl The
docking 1n & flar trade has resalied in an explosion of
anunals. They have caused & collapse of plang
divermty i many aress, we e vagor transen itters of
bovine teberculosly, cost around $40 million o vear 1o



cottrod and are wngdicatad i bird decline

Thirds such s e kit arc examples of the great
b experiment” that oocurred s NZ. With
virsoally 00 land imsstemals (3 buts) 80 comgete
with, berids cccupied Magios niches unkoown
from anywhere chic. The moa (11 species all now
extmet ) became e ogquivalion of giraffos, millusw
of takahe (Porphyerio mareill) grazed Whe shosp -
Tews thas 300 now ket the mammal-tike kiwes (3
apecien - Al now threatened ), Lakapo (Srrzops
Aabropaiur) the workd's Largest parrct — e than
100 left A ymanbicr of other now extect bisds slwo
bocame Mighthess. With few predaton, Hight was
done away with s not worth the offort. Thus, they
ware unpreparsd for the armrval of man and bis
detructive compenion manswaly, the rats, cats sad
dogs. Then came the mustelids (stoata, ferrety and
weaeis) brought = 1o (unssccessfully ) control the
miroduced rabbit. EBeds and ey have insicad
boen the chief diat of these very successfil
mustelids. There was shvo o groat dval of flire seed
s chear the foraat. followed by sheep and cantle,
and of course mdustrial foresry 1'% & wonder any
survived.

Owt fest encovnter with the flighticss wobs
(Gealliratius awstrudis) aocurred o Uive be. Wisle
watching & farge parrot called the kaka (Nesior
mrldiomalis) through eer binocutans, « weall resl
shout the siee of 8 Malf’ grown chicken appeared
from behind » troe just in fromt of ws s bessutifial
vancgatod brows feathery and #s bold natare were
imuncdiatety endearing I was only when we
stopped for lunch that we Souesd thet wokas are
accomplished thicves. They are in fhet renuwnoed
for carrying anything portabls o the bush to
sudy, perfups at thor loswre, making them
unpopular to some. Db bad ber pandnich
sratided Som her band, and apparemly the weks
hosght tna fine (o cat without further stundy

We could casily huve spent & woek oo Stewan
Inland imstead of two dayx. Db s | started out
o 8 trall, snd o half hour beier we had oaly moved
20 metres while we triad (o identify all the ferns.
The Toms of NZ are ot wonderful in their
abundance. Thers wee clise to 200 speciey, with
st feemiliar 10w m3 occurtang in Timse, but
many oeters Wially mew 1o us. We met & woean of
Maon decent un the path who wa Jockng for the
fuchalas - the trach was called the Foctmis Walk.
She was lockimg nes the grownd, but Dieb poted
out Bt the foctides there were 8 tree (Fhve have
excoriscans ) Lator we met her agam in the pub
and s snsfmmed us that e very lange Alechmun

mavee-sealandioe fam we bud boon lovking at was
What the Macri used for covering thea g™ We
askod o it deliversd & Mavour 50 the food, and she
repdied that @ wa wsed becatise it Sl pot Mlavour the
Tood, but was good for holding in the steam.

The young mosstasss of the South [sland are
symng. The Southem Alps have cnly been rawsed in
the Lot § mllion vears, and sre the result of twy
custinental plates colliding The proves continoes
foduy as they are Boitod about 10 mem & year, i
srosive foroes probably ogual thasgs it Snow-
covered Mt Cook sands oot like o classic posteard,
Dut it v 1he Beech-clad almost vertica! dopes of
sonne of e s ller peaks that appealed 1o e
Onaside the Nationat Parks, inaery unbelievably seep
arcas wre graved down 10 the sull, while the sghines of
radiats plantings replacing sative vegetation pests &
fanulsar pecture of shame The Forest Amendinests Aoy
Ol 1996 put an end t leege-scale clsurance. This was
the result of the people ruising thes voives 0 the
outrage, wnd oo wonders how koeg the wgly mative
forest removal will Bave 1o continue w Tasrania
befire csough people will be heartd

1t was the muved wet forcsts of the Wesl coust that
willl hure me 10 & retum visit. Boech troes (Nothofigns
species) combine with podocarps and hroadleal
spociea along mwch of the coast, with a gap in the
middie where a0 beoch eocur M is bebuved thar
Packn datroyed the fores here, il podocarys and
broadiead trees have boen abic 10 recolontse from seeds
peead by birds. DBeech moes can ondy advance very
sicraty, and whethes they will evestually fill the gap
Bufire the net ioe age i a questzon.

Porhags & i 2o part of & anique evelution Sat the
NZ peupie have come (0 pronounce thes vowels s
stramgely. [ wes tobd in ooe cating estabiishnent that
“Lasnch b faniohed, and dinner is for sex”, which
momentarily left me spocwlatong sbowt strange cultural
practices

Just m 10 doys wos boo shiort for & visit, it i far 100
Joug 10 cover m an asticle | Bupe bo retern 1o the
South islasd and cxperence moee, and can
recormmend it heghly 10 naseral history enthursiests

Netyrwrcos
mo—nmumchm
Qnm (1997) A Guita e entAseton of Mew

Zsatang Nadve Fams Penguis. Auvculant W
“M”Mdhwhw

Fustiaberm KD
Harsing P, Bain C, enet Bedhertl N [2003 mtition] Mew
Isaland, Lossly Planet Pubiicstians . Foomarmy Ve Aust



Kings Creek - A Vision for Creating
a Community Asset

by Jim Neitson

The Latrube Council has carmed out an
engesring sofution Yor Good metigatson of Kings
Creck of the Bam Highway site noar the Fospetal
ares roundabout. The design ongmally involved &
detention basin whach abso included s bulfering
wethand. | 'nfertunately, costs prohihited the boilding
of B wetlaenls part of the project

This wethands iden offered vome solution to the
poliution probiems in the creek, by providing a hyh
degree of bio-remedution of the water The issue of
addressing the polistion of Kings Creek has heen
now been misod ax & prionty by the emvirnnmental
planning bessch of the DMWE

Off particular concers i 8 burrowing crayfish
(Engovus gromulatug ) on site which is carrenthy
lised s an endangerad species, sadd is bong
conmdored wader the Federal Department of
Fnviromment for listing s Cribcally Endssgered
Theis species potentially coudd help atiract some of the
funding meeded 1o croate 8 spectacuier expanded
veson of the onginal wetlunds ides

The vision for & wetlands at this site could haye
many benefits for the community, s well
enhancing the environmant. Because of the
peominence of the sitz on the major toanst highway,
2 developnent that Carries a vissonary message
peomating the Town of Latrobe could be & sajor
amet for the coenmumity. This cotrance 10 Latrobe
could bocome a sourve of town pride through
envirommental beauty, enther than the curremt
mansgement prodliem of what 10 do with an ugly dam
wall. The creation of the flood retemtion dam has not
added 10 the visual qualities of the landscape st this
snpoctant ortrance poant to Latrobe. However, with
O enhancemnent vahue of n wetlasdy nlong with an
sterpertatinvg viewing ares where tourists coald pull
st ot only could the site be mech mene sttractive.
but the trwm could besefit by vistion being invited
it the town for 3 visit once they have viewad the
arca

Theee i litthe doutd that Tasmania offers vistoes &
wealth of natural beauty Nature besed tourism 15 »
real draw cand, bt is practically nom-exinent along
e Bass Highway ovcept as distart vistas of
mountaine. Practically every tounist coming 10
Tawmania spprociates natiire ot least a3 part of the
hack drop, and many are werested in exploring how

casy il is 10 ses platypeses and ober sramals m the
wild

Ome of the consisient drave cands lor dourists sround
B workd are |ocal wder bods. Warder hinds are casily
attractod b wetlamds, and wetlands are fairly casy 1o
crate and mamtain, Grven that the Kings Creek yite is
alrendy & wet one, and given that the Creck itself
presents probiemm i tem of water quadity and
Noodeg, parhaps the crestion of 3 significant wetlands
o a logical concept for turmung problems mnto escts.

I the water ffom Kings Crock were to be diverted
iato a wotlands 10 receive suitable Mo-setnodiation by
filtering through = series of wetland species, there ix
then potential for » largo retention ares which woukd
create & hind paradise. Such o wethands otrald cover a
conmiderahle smount of the mte without the need fur
further large earthworks given S Nlood retention wall
= place Shallow wetlands srees such s the coe at
Narawntapn Naticosd Park are ssesemcly populsr
with birds, 25 well a8 pocple.

(hiven wader, wetlands are laegzly ceguble of
creatong much of their own plant and inverteteate
diversity necessary to stiract the waler birds The
water plants socm to come in preety mmach om thear
own, presumadiy carmed by seed ind vegetative pars
on the feathors of the berds. The mverichenss fhuna
abso will find ts own way 1o & wetlands, and s the
&riving foroe of the food chain begies tis build. Frogs
will flock 10 the srea, and would simost certainly
mchude the Green sad Gold frog (Litoria ranimfrmis)
which i & heastanod spocie in Tamanis, and cxists
arceandd the Latrebe arca

B areay that are not geeng 10 be inundated are
planted with mutable native specses, them the beryf
fauma for the area will exiend 10 fhe passerines, Snn
ewreaning imerest particularfy fir the natve Moy
catorx, and also croating more teodiversity M e sie.

The sits & currently suppoeting & few romns
eucalypt sross witich probahly date back 1o the time
the land wans cleared. They are the specien Eucalyps
ovate, Of swamp gum, and they were probebly cnce
the emergern recs withun o siand of AMelalence
erictfinto with scatiered Acacin meianorplon
(hlachwoods) This would undoubtedty have been
finod plain ares with prone habitat for the barmowing
cruyfish, a8 15 evidenced by the rare intact remnants in
the district where the crayfish ill floarishes. This
flood plain for Kings Creek, with the flood watesy
spreadmg oul, slowng down and nourishing te plant
cooneanty han largely boen chamged by channeilng
of the creck. The ood waters now accclerte through
B area and e et ge downwiroam

There eee still remnants on the site of the plants thet



ance Mownshed there Seed Ihum thess could be
et 10 Tohabilitate aress, and @w comemunity
could be iwolved in mach rebabilitation.

The Mersey NRM Croup have docided 10 seck
funding i the project. 'unding opportunsias are
readily avaitable to st Srsalomed specics, and
the Engnaus Nocovery Tosem us woll us the DPTWE
has supponiad the idca, Thes, thare should be fiow
dnpediments and masy wpperton fo advance the
vEson

Other bonefits of the project would be a meach
cleuner Kings Crogh. that could be regalated for an
exveonmestal low, and whick doosn t poliute the
Mersey Biver to the currsm unaccoptable level, It
seorms a pregost hard o resest!

Fungimap Conference
by Sarah Lioyd

In lnte Apnikcarty May this year, 70 peopée from
wesnitats and overseas gathared ol Gowne Fark near

mors than made up for e vary basc
sccomunodution n the ax-tvdm village and he
rapndy coobemg showesy cxgononced by some derng
e first days of the conforence (s peobiam win
wxm rectsfiod by e very amenablo owner of
Gowrie Park, Cltoo

The topes of the talky and So display i the
meuting room roflediod the Sema of the conference
history, ecology and conservation. D Betty o'
beestifully pravaned Gsplay oe (he ey of
Mycology in Tammasia inssetistely caught the eye.
= dfid Se codourful posier series The Forgotien
Flora, depicting mosees, Iiverworts, bchans -all those
orpaams wsuslly overfooked by e maoney of

The talks began with a0 imtrodection to B
begoograpdy of Taumama by Profissor famic
Kurkpatrsch, after which we heard from a varisty of
wpenkers on wch topcy s Qraleges for fungal
comservation. Fungi and Clamste change, Ecological
rokex of fungy, Wood decay fengi mad their
rlatiomhips with sapeaxylic heetlen i trviag toes,
Fungi snd Dk, Trufftles, Ohytridiomycoess - &
scriumn fengal discane of frogs smd B Poth Urben
Beshlzad Progect Dr Mary Whte, leading sethor

(Although  very serioees topee, Lan Blell's tulk on
Fongs nrct Climsate change catnmsd o great deal of
laughter, w much %o that | have compiletely forgotien
1he alleged Link betwees the Urosnbunse alfect sod
wex —or wins that just s ploy 80 keop us sl listuning?)

From an organiser’s perspective, it was the
cuminason of 8 year s work and exciting o e
things come together st last 1t was alwo o great relief
that, after o nerve wrae kiogly dry sutumn, Agwil min
MW@M&MW
happry. The field trips 10 the Cradle Mountais
Natsarml Park, with just enoagh ssow, sleet, and
spectacular scenery 10 siliay mont peogle (some
mainlanders have never sean snow) and the Iris
Farm Privete Nature Reserve, with dolightfud hosts
Peter Sims and John Wilsom, weee ssong the
highiights of the conderence

A Tusmanian stale Fangimap coordmstor, |
wodd expecially Hike @ thank members of the
Central North Field Naturabistn. Thesr geneeous
donation owasds the running of the conferenco wes
Ereatly apprecated and ensared right froe the stan
(it the conflerence wiss on 4 sessre fismocial focting.
llmdnpdb-nymm-d
elpung is so many ways Putricia Ellison ensured the
success of the day of talkx by keeping everyom o
o and always asking an isserosting and pertioent
ueston ot the enid of each sesslon

Dave Otondor! s presentation on the Chytrid
fungus and frog declines was grestly uppreciated, ot
Junst flor ke cureful detas], but alno Sir the amount of
work that « Broup can aclueve with very
litthe famsfing . Thes project has svol ved the timo and
eneayy ul mol just Dwve, but also & tremendous
amount of work by CNFN sembers Fim Nelsos, and
Windke aond Lisa Clarkson.

Peter Sima this ime with his bus drverinterpeetey
hat on, easured that the fieid tripe ms 1o schedude sl
wery st quite 2 chaotic 2s they sppeared to be A
spocial thanks %0 ONTN memsbers and friceds Jim
and Matisstima Honter, Joan Elliof, Annie and lan
Heyes and Jo and Ric Exsson foc allowing us to
exploee thr propertes s t Helen Jones, fim
Nelwn and Patrcas Harmi won for their sssistsoco m
ansporting peogle indo the feld, Alison Parkes,
Tomy Heitz and Patricia Harnsson colbected
microscapes from Bursse, Debbae Hill smsured thes
Intecstats vistors had a comfortabie trip acrom Bas
Serait and Raon Nagorcha @d exore thas his i share
of fetcong and carryiog s well!

1 s nure that all ose who attended bell with
memories of pood times and much laughter - |
cenairdy dnd



Astacopsis Daft Recovery Sham
by Jim Nelson

A Diraft Recovery Man for the Glast Frostnwaer
Conytiah, 4 smcopats pouih, hae been put out by the
DITWE in electrens form for public comment. 1t &
mood they didn 't waste paper for thes shan documers!
For home who don 't know, thin species bocame our
logo wfler the 1991 work we carried out with & fadersl
grant that cxertually led 10 the listing of vulnershis

The Plam's mtroduction mentions coerbuton It s
sated that “1o endonsmem i implied™ by the poople
Ihdwhhwh—m&hlmﬂn
over the yoars. |s actual fact Shere is o endorsement
fior thes Hecowery Plan froms the Recovery Team (RT)
Instead, this document can anly be condemned for s
bl obosance 1o faresary inteross above those of the
animmed, Al e rode slap in the faoe 10 the KT, it i
Quiss wimply & shasm Socomenm because it actually
fudy s puepose to adegaately protict the hubaat of
the spocios, and o ignoees the efforts of the majanty of
the ST mesmbwrs 10 put effective recovery messres o
plece. I peddies compeimting bat recks of capdtletion

There sectm 10 be little hoge in irymg to entighics
IanurteTmm-hy
seerm duty-hound 10 SO & Ervemment so one-
eyod wbout indeutrnal focostry St little else mamers.
The Coemmunwonih funds Recovery Plaes, snd 10 wo
are lefl 1o complain that & Recovery Man shosdd mot
B funded when o does not refect the rogaircmeants
necesary {0 bring an amisal (Mo recovery as clearty
st cut by the majority of the Recovery Team.
Meanwheie, if we are 10 gn down this path we woulkd
thbmmm
maoanures arc m place for the specion ponding the
Miumlmyﬂ---ﬂy.

Viavimg defayed n Rocovery Plan fior sbout ¥ years,
the forestry imcrests have now seristy imgacted on
rrvach of the habetat of the specscs The steategy for
protecting he coayfish devnghont s habueat istead
of sstting up mpecial reserves is now probahily st
adequate. Todd Walsh has surveved severad areas of
remaining good habital in the NW where we thark
rescrves dhould be dectared Unfortunstedy there i
T v hhitat that we are sware of keft m the NI
rivers gnod enough to make 10fo 3 reserve

Astocapiis gouldi i the workd's largest craytish
ansd freshwater mvvertoheate. i i an icon spocees that
ocxurs no where else in the world but Narthorn
lm.lhnnﬁk?“'h'r-a
significant Tasmasean species. The oeg defay in

producing a Kecovery Plan shames Tustnana,

We will coommanscate 10 the Fodernl Mimster
repanding oo views on the stramge path 4 prodection
of thes duplicse docament, but ondy with vagoe hopes
of brmgng the DPIWE 10 sccount segandeng therr
proper Tespoasibilities. 1t i simply & sonry day for
threatencd spocios im Tasmanta, sod 3 disgrace 10
Department that pots cther mierests above the neods
of & prioniy species it i entrusied 10 consenve

The CTNEN owes Bl Thonms & debt of gratitude
Sor his yoars of representing w on the Recovery
Toam. Bill was insrumental in hringisy stream
butfer mmues forwand as coertisl muasures for
bringmy the spocies im0 recovery: Bll has now
decwded that e ha had enoagh given the mablity
Wl the govermment sgcacies W grve the animal
prvoeity over forestry 's unbending attitude towards
looking afler our headwarer stroams n Tasmana

Orchid Help Needed!

Taumania hay 195 formadly secogrised onchid
spesien, of whach &R are listod as Sreatomad on the
Tmmanian Throstuned Speces Profiection Act and 32
o v bnted on the Commonuealth EPRC Ay
Under previoes classfications, Tasmants was hoene 10
8 species of Prerandis of whih 13 species were
Irsted a» threatoned At presept, the revend taannomic
uphcaval of the subtrihe Prorostyhdinas has meare
that the commervation statis of several gecies has bocn
domryraded. epgruded or linad as uncetan wetes
Tasmanta This siluation hay made # wcreaningly
detflcalt 1o inmhement the managomore phan cusdined
within the Drvaft Tastmmman Threalosed Cvchind
MM(W}“MWN&M
oeed for taxoectiue resolution, adeguate bassline
ecalogaal nfirmation and an undersanding of the
evolutumary processes deving spociation within the

wup
My PRl project at the University of Tasmasss ssms

enttuman shoudd come crom 4 poprlation of these
species, or sy other Plerastydls, plowse contact me
Jawrmine Janes



