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The Coorong

The Coorong is 2 national park area in South
Australia with a ligoon ecosystem Jocated
southesst of Adelaide. Is name is thought
be a corruption of the local Aboriginal name
for the area, which is perhaps in keeping with
the corruption of much of the areak natural
cousysten.

*In recent times there have been record Jow
thver flows 1o the Coorong, Lower Lakes and
Mutray Mourh region due to deought and over-
allocation acroms the Murmay-Darding  Basin,
For several yean the river system was heavily
used upstream, and whar was left was reained
in Lake Alexandrita and prevented from
Howlng to the sea. This resulied In a range of
environmental and community issues affecring
the reglon, in additon o the ongoing long-
term isues. Currently, the Murray is flowing
out to sea agaln, and therefore it seemed an

appropriate time 1o vist the area In its stare of
tevival from a dire situation,

The Coorung itself is a bong, shallow, brackiah
to hypee-saline lagoon aboat 130 kilometres in
lengsh. It is separated from the Southern Ocean
by a narrow sand dune peninsula, Saline warers
of the Coorong lagoons and Murray Mouth
estuary are prevented from backing up into
the lakes and the Murray River by a series of
barrages (weirs) built in the 1930s.

The Murray Mouth lies ar the western end

of the Coorang lagoon. The lagoon is scparaed
from Lake Alexandrina by the barrages designed
1o contral the flow of warer out 10 sea as well
as keeping sale water from backing up inro the
lake. This engineering blight on the landscape
of the north-western end of the lagoon area
cnsures that Lake Alexandring recains enough
fresh water for ietigation and uther wes. During
times of low flow of the Murray River, it abwo
can ensure that the tiver docs not Aow ot to
s ax has been the case unil recently, In spite
of these engincering cfforts, the beaury of the
Coorong in its presenr stae sill impresses.
While many are fascinated by the engineering
expertise of the barrage system, 1 found myself
rrying to imagine just how glorioas the area had
ooce been,
Alas, this is 2 recurring dilesima for those of
us who enjoy the technological case of being able
to visit special natural areas while Anding many
of our impaces on them to be unscceprable. We
ate wld to accept the need for "balance”, bur all
100 often the balance called for seem drastically
ot of tune with our sensibilities.

Our camping In the Coorong National
Park duting carly May had the advantage of
having the area practically to ourselves. Deb
and I rravelled with ficld nats members, Tony
and Alison, who are dedicated “birdo”, For
anyont Interested In water birds, the Coomng



Is certainly 2 destination to consider. The bush
birds, bowever, were monly conspicuous by
thelr absence. A pair of Mallee Fowd was seen
near their nest, and one wonders how these
ground nesting bisds can survive the scourge
of foxes. Perhaps they arc herce fighters® They

unconcerned

certainly seem to be relatively
about being watched

On one of our walks we encountered some
.:\J\}s walcs arcas “‘hn( lhc’f WETT Dmcroas

\l ULk

particolardy striking, as | had never scen it

specles. The  plosk-cared  duck  was

bedore

Pakcared duck
Besides birds

virtually unseen, even rabbits, | spotred a single

bush mammals were alw
Eastern Grey Kangaroo off in the distance one
morning. There were numerous sbgns put up
announcing o tempotary closing of the Park
for a lurge scale fox polsoning event about to
commence, which pethaps offered some clue
to the absence of wildlife. Out on the Cootong
Lagoon, however, there were water birds in theit
thousands, but they mainly had to be viewed

from shore at long range through a telescope

We had booked 1o go oo an interpretive cruise
on a boat leaving from Hindmarsh Isdand near
Goolwa, and this turmed out to be & grear choice
to et daser to the birds. Most of the birds were
residents but there was a scattering of Northern
Hemisphere birds still hanging around, Pelicans
were seen in lasge numbers, and the Coorong is
a significant beeeding area for the species, There
Is a Pellcan watching hur opposite the low lying
barren islands where they haich their young in

1

|.lt§:c codonics

Allison and Tony were quite excited 1o

see a Red-necked Avocer, but when the boat

Red-necked Avocer
rounded 4 comer there was o large Hock of these
wondertul birds. This was typical as many of the

birds species were in large focks
The Cootong has been recognised by BirdLife
International & an Important Bird Arca. It has
supported over 1% of the world populations
of Chestnur Teal, Auxtralian Shelduck, Sharp
Banded

Stilt, Red-necked Avocet, Picd Owstercatcher

talled Sandpiper, Red-necked Seine

and Red-capped Plover. Auscralasian Birrerns

have been recorded. It has also supporied

Adult snd juvendle Banded Seih



signibcant numbers of Orange-bellied Parmots,
Fairy Terms and Hooded Plovers, although
their use of the site has dedlined due ro reduced
freshwater inflows,

Our baat skipper and guide stopped at a few
spots along the southern side of the Coorong
where the long spit of land. the Younghusband
Peninsula, borders the ocean on the southern
side. In his guide role he demonutrated how
one could dig down through the sand with
bare handa to freshwater. The peninsuis was a
signibeant arca of Aboriginal occupation and
permanent wells were established for the warer,
The middens consisted mainly of cockle shells,
and we were served up a feed of these delicious
shell fish cooked with garlic and spices, Cockles
are harvested commercially from the Coorong,
and are in high demand

Ngarrindjeri is an Aboriginal marion of 18
language groups who occupied and still inhabis
the Lower Murnay, Coorong and Lakes arca
of South Awaralia. They are the descendants
of Ngurunderi, one of the main ancestors of
the Dreaming of southern Australia, and theis
torein Iv the Australian Pelican, Their lands and
watens exrended 30 km up che Murray from

Lake Alexandrina, the length of the Coorong
and the coastal area 1o Encounter Bay, Today
this Aboriginal group & stll very sorong, with
3 large and proud community of people sull
hased in the Lower Murray and Coorong.

Environmental Hows of warer are obviously a
big topic following the Coorongs deprivation
of thiy life blood. Hopehully, environmenral
priorities will be established which will allow
this wonderful area 10 thrive

The Coorong is a long days drive from
Mctbourne, but we found it well worth the
trip. With a bit of time on hand, the wonderful
Grampians arca would beckon for a look and a
rest along the way.

Interner References:
enwikipedia.org/wiki/Coorong_National_Park
“’“W.\lll"hlll“f‘hl lﬂm-‘in"ll.]\‘?\

Coorong imerpretive boar cruises, Goolwa S.A
Map by Hullwarren (Creative Commons
copyright) downloaded from: hurp://
en.wikipedia org/wiki/Fle:CoorongMap. jpg

The photvs accompanying this article were
uiken ar the Coorong in 2011 by Samh Lloyd

Black- txlrJ Nattve hru



BowerBirnp — a database for naturalists

About 2 years ago, the Atlas of Living Australia
(ALA) funded Muscum Victoria to develop
Australia’s first social science website and
iPhone App dedicated w the globally growing
workforce of Citizen Scientists. There are only
three other similar websites worddwide and
because they ate in the Northen H
(Project Noah and iNaturalist in the USA
and iSpoc in the UK), Australians wishing o
upload, share and discuss their natural history
imuges have had 10 use these sites.

BowerBind  hupu/fwwwhowsrhind.orgau
has been develuped for use by professional and
citizen scientists and isintended to be an effective
interface berween these two communities,

BowerBird primarily facilicates:

- Medis uploads

- Projects can be creared by anyone and
joined by anyone. Members of a Project build
its content through observation uploads,
adding GPS coordinates and dare sighted,
making identifications, adding descriptive or

commentary text and creating tags. Members
can also vore for image quality or identification

accuracy ot effectivencs of descriptive rext. Any
member can comment, vote and add anyrhing
to any observation within a project but only the
original uploader of an observation can modify
the observation itself (Le. Add mote Images,
change ritke etc).

Projects also define your personal view of
BowerBird. Rather than secing every single
upload added 1o BowerBird, you sce only
Observations or News ltems for the Projecs
or Organisations you have joined or the People
you are following.

- Organisations can be creared and members
can join. Through News lrems, (eg. feld
trips, special finds, AGMa) Organisations
ace primarily as Information conduits 1w the
membership,

- All BowerBird data is uploaded 1o the ALA
dataser,

- BowerBird has a fully interactive Australian
Master Names Species Checkline  consisting
of almost 210,000 individual species names
across 7 Kingdoms. It can be searched by Text
for common or scientific name o¢ scarched
by Clasification (Phylum to species).  The
numbers in brackens indicate the number of
raxa below that voon level,

The first thing to do after you Register and
Login 1o BowerBird s o Create or Join a
Project or an Organisation or choose someone
to Follow, Undl you Join a Project or Follow
someone - NOTHING WILL APPEAR IN
YOUR BOWERBIRD BROWSER.

A BowerBird User Guide is avallable at URL:
hupsd/esscarchdata muscum.vic govau/padil/
BowerBird/BowerBind User Guidehun

If you have any questions or problems, cither
use the Blog or contact projecs manager who
can assist with the initial sceup of Projects and
Onganisations as well as observation uploads.

Dr Ken Wialker (Project Manager)

Senior Carator, Entomology

Musesun Vicroria GPO Box 666

coail kwalker@muscum. vic.gov.au

Things te keep It mind

- Even though websites like Flicks, Facebook
and YouTube now have over 40 billion images,
they are not considered to be effecrive Citizen
Science Interfaces because few of them upload
data into aggregated and public matural history
darabases.

~ Pre-release testing of BowerBird showed
that most user problems were associated with
old web browsers. It is suggested that people
use the larest versions of Chrome or FireFox and
if you must use Microsoft [E, gec version 9.



Vagrant Birds

Many of Australia’s bird species have adapred
w & dimate characterised by prolonged dry
periods interspened with Hooding rain. This
leads to “irruptions”, le. leregular movements
(rather than regular migrations) in which birds,
sometimes in big focks, move into areas where
they ate not usually seen

“Tasmanians have been lucky enough to
see some unusual maintand visiooty this year
Approximately 700 banded stile were observed
at Moulting Lagoon in May: a lone black-tailed
native-hen was photographed at Waratah In
April: and pink-cared and freckded duck were
seen at Goulds Lagoon in the south and ar
several other locations,

Pink-cared Duck

"‘Zebea duckd, the common name of the Mink-

cared Duck, more appropriately describes this

Blackalled Natvehen are wually confined w

mabnland Awmralia but a0 they see noe Highles like

theit Tasmassian tousine they samerimes appear in
unexpecind places. This bad war seens mt Warsrak

exua-ordinary looking spedes, given in bold
black and white markings and inconspicuou
pink ‘cary

Pink-cared Duck are uwually associated with
the ephemeral wetlands of inland Australia where
they feed in warm shallow water by filtering
algae. plankion and aquatic inverrebrates with
their pecullary-shaped, flanged bills. When
the inland wedands dry out the birds move
and If
warm water is not available, they will feed in

coastward suitable  invenchrate-rich
-!(‘l‘pcl watcer “’h(m KC‘JS LU"I"T’!C 4 grt“.ﬂ(l
proportion of their diet.

duck feed by

, an acoon which concentrutes food

Pink-eared sOMetinmes
“vorexing”

in 4 water column. Vorexing Involves birds

rocatiog bill 1o rail sbout @ central poine,

Freckled dock ste consldered “rave, nomadic anid srupeine”
They buve been seen 3t wveral sioes in Tasmania this pear. The
frwckled duck (eft) war phusographed with chesmur 1l

(Phowograph: Brace Longmors)

ink-carmd Duck are usually seen an ephemezal wetdands of inland Aueralia bet will mwove casmrwarsl when the mhmh dry
wut. Thess binds wese observed an Goulds Lagoos in southers Taessania. (Masograph: Bruce Longmone)



A tropical slime mould in Tasmania

The following is an excerpe from Fangimap Newsletter 248
Tichifera bombanda (Berk & Broome) G.W. Marntin—a wopical dime mould in Tasmania

Apart from the Fungimap tanger specics
(e.g Fulige septica, Lyogala epidendrum, and
Ceratiomyxs fruticulssa) that  are  relarively
conspicuous, there are very few slime moulds
that are easily recognisable in the hicld. Most
are extremely small (bess than 2 mm tall) and
crypric, and occur in dark wee places such as the
undenide of decaying Jogs. Furthermore, muost
slime moulds require microscopic examinarion
of their spores and other features for positive
identification.

1n contrast, illwserations of Thdifera dombards
suggest thar it ls easlly recognisable. It is
described by Scepherson (1994) as “a amiking
species, Enoun only fram the tropics rtalhked
and [with! a psedocapillitium conuisting of &
cluster of rigid, brirtlelike filaments arising from
the centrr of each rporangium.” | wasn't expecting
10 see It in Tasmania.

| Gemt colleceed 70 bombarde from a fallen
dead Encalypra sp. in August 2011 and bave
photographs  of numerows sporangia on a
cucalypt stump at various stages of development
in Auguse 2010, In Augost 2012 an extensive
fruiting covering spproximarely 45 x 5 cm
appeared on & bryophyre-covered log on the
ground on s regulardy walked track. Mature
sporophotes were collected on | 3th Seprember
2012 and lodged at the Natlonal Herharium of
Victoria (MEL)

On 19 Jan 2013 another old colomy with
some fungal infection was found on a large
burnt log on the ground in a nearby gully

According 1o Martin and Alexopoulos (1969)
1. bombards has been collected from St Lanla,
Malaysia, Sumatra, Philippines, Costa Rica,
Puerto Rics and Jamaica, 1n addition, 4 map
on the Discover Life webwite (Web Ref. 1)

indicates that it was collecred in the noath east
United Stares near the Canadal/ USA baeder in
1855, This species is not listed as occurring in
Auseralia by Mitchell (1995), nor b it listed in a
laser unpublished paper by Stephenson (2011),

Acknowledgements

Paul George confirmed Identihcation of 7.
bembanda and made suggestions afier reading a
previous draft of this amicle.

References

Martin, GW. & Alexopoulos, C.J, (1969) The
Myxomnyceres, University of lowa Press, lowa
City,

Mitchell, D. (1995) The Myxomycora of
Ausseralia. Nowe Hedurigia 60: 269-295
Stephenvon, SL. & Scempen H. (1994)
Myxompcetes & Handbook of Stome Meulds
Timber Press, Oregon

Stephenson, S.L. (2011) Myxomycetes from
Austratia. Unpublished.

Web Ref. 1. Discover Life: Tubifera bambarda
<herp:/iwww discovedife.org/20/m?kind«Tu
biferas bombarda&b=EQL/ pages/ 285751 55
(viewed Seprember 17th 2012)




anic crupe

Range about 30

(RARIalibitiate ) I.i.l-‘l'l."-‘hh

wet sucuype fore




I} vou hind this page depauperate (of youre 1 ed ¢

wit dime moulds) plesse sobmit an arde! Short
s (with or withou wographs), observathons, pocins, of
bout any i i of narural hisvory can be emailed
(sarahl -»l‘.uv“ nus " ! isure that
IMagss are no larger than 1MB

Deadlines |




Sykes Sancruary, Railton

I give my buildings, contents
and towls for you to wse ax it baush
camp in the hope it you will
rontinue my work of beausifying
the praperty.”

So wrote Norman Sykes in
1987 when he h(\]uull‘.(:! 40
acre of bush on the outskirts of
Rallton 10 the Kentish council
with Instructions that it be
used 0% 4 DATUE SMNCTVArY.

Norman Svkes was  a
fighter pilot in World War 1
afver graduating from Leeds
Universiry with an engincering
degree. He met and married his
wife, Gladys Edith Sykes (nee
Gram), who had left Australia
to wavel and work following
her graduation with a degree
In 1947, the

Sykes family Immigrated o

I mathomano

Melbourne bur soon moved
to Chaude Road, Shefficld, and
laver to Devonport where their
children artended high school.” While living
in Devonporr, Nooman purchased 40 acres of
bush which became his ‘sancruary’ after the
death of hix wite In 1953

Svkes, disillusioned by war and modern fiving,
gave up many comforts to live as close 1o namre
as possible. He lived in a shack by himself and
frequently rode his bicycle 1o Devonporr. He
collecied dead animals off the road for his pot
and used his bicyde 1o generate elecericity for
his reading lamp. He is often described as one
of Tasmania’s earliest conservationists

A feature of the reserve s the monument
mathematical and

covered by quotations

symbuols erected by Narman's son [an.

On July 7th. one of the

hen

coldest days this year, w
more than a dusting of
snow covered the 'Eu-l‘-ct ol
the Great Western Tiers, 1en
fidd naturaliaes visited Sykes
Sanctuary to document its
flora, fauna and fangi

One ol

things about the reserve is

the noteworthy

the large number of birds
it suppores. First on the lisz
during Sunday’s outing was
a Grey Goshawk, followed
Whisther, all

four endemic honcyeatess

by Golden

and the range of bush birds
yuil'd expect 1o see at such a
phace (see Tist), We discussed
the possible reason for the
high number of birds and
conduded that the reserve
s in  reasonably  good
condition with all layers of
vegetation, especially che
understorey, mostly intact

This s in stark contrast to similar-sized bush
blocks on farming land where wood collecting,
frequent buming and livestock grazing degrades
the understorey. This makes arcas unsuirable for
a range of species, especially those that cither
forage of nest in the understorcy, For example
the Yellaw-throated Honcyeater {whose frequent
vocalising during our visi suggested that spring
is ot far awav) s an example of a species that
relies on good vegetation structitre to Hourish
Ihis is because it forages on the upper branches
and trunks of cucalypts bur breeds near the
ground in understorey vegetation

Curring grass ( Gabmia grandss) and swordsedge

(Lepisosperma sp). form a significant, and in



many arcis mpenctrabic andersorey, Whete

we were able o push through we encountered
p . .

paperbark Melalewen evicifolia and M

rrecterns ([ick d antarctica), a

NG T

stech (Cortinaring rotunads porein)

blue hungus
of burrowing crayhish, something

al|\1 LIHMNCcYs
l!ll' Jim
had

WA ground. It is very likely that the species

who came prepared with gamboots)

expected to encounter bocaise of 1lic

is the endangered Engaeso pramadatus as it occurs
on private propertics to the north and south of
N rescrve.

Weeds are not a bag issuc in the reserve langely

\
because some of the signibcant peotsiem lanrs
¥ '

\i,‘,l.'ll-:'I heath, Mackbetry and pines
the Kentish

cveral [ndividual plantx

such
have been removed by Saaff from
council, 'We noticed
cspecially Spanish heath, some of which we
em "n.{

An  endangy CORAIINATY

yogctanon

“‘l-“.'l.l‘k‘.i Il‘. l'.'l...'n[‘,"“l PINITE I W Il{l'xi'h' M In

the sanctuary and a small xrea of bunongras

chornu plrroce i

uns \‘-..:..5 fing

((Gymena

Wais ir

It isqueite wnusual that we have the opportunicy

to warch the acrivities of hirds during our feld

}

ouTinge Catise of the

|-I|'}IAI\]'. C

MG-MOrming

start and the chatter of naturabists) o it was

Zrest 1o ses at close range the various

honeyeaters as they foraged under the shedding

birds observed

bark of the cucalypts. So Far, the
it the reserve include swo endangered species
swilt parrot
2w

pecies Including dusky woodswallow and satin

heard during a visit on February
and grev goshawk) and several migratory
fiycarcher thar were observed during a "birds
fungl and dime mould”™ held day organised by
the Kenrish Council on March S5th 2013

The endangered vegemtion  community
by £
bird species and the

Engaeni | NATMY AT Teason :lnll!.1 '

dominated ovarts, two  endangered

5

'nhi.'!.' occurrence of

or the

NCTUATY'S ction. The high

Xl'l'fll‘\.f o speaies \Inl! i

dusky woodswallow and besutiful firetail chat
nonitoring indicate ar

n!u]‘

inccdotal evidence and
dedining ot disappearing from some area
fthe area

signihcal tly to the importance «

':-\v',lfn <rms tos 'El»'-_ Un'lll'l"w-.!

v preservation  of patural  areas such

‘endangered”, “threatened” and “biodiversiny
conservation” were probably not In commen
use when Norman Sykes bequeathed his land
1o the hrnt:xl.‘ -'H:lul i'.ll'l'-\l.'rr: 'J\!?ll we g0
shout Mr Svkes we feel that be would APProve
four interest in his beloved sancruary

It is intended that we will

Vst (I« rescrye

on a 't"l‘nllf basis with the alm of ul'l|-|:| 2
us comprehensive a species list as possible. It by
likely that orchids and ather herbaceous plan
will be added in apring, as will more fungal
species during the autumn and winter months
Once the casy groups have been documented
liverwores and

we alm to tackle the mosses

Hchem

rayth (Loporw W)

Numermus chimaeys of burnowiag

were *!“'-"-- dins Wy ta



Species recorded at Sykes Sancruary

Fautia

Swamp Harrier

Grey Goghawk

Tasmankin Native-hen (¢) (heard)
Masked Lapwing

Common Bronzewing
Brush Broneewing

Geoen Rosella (¢)

Swify Parrot (he)

Fan-talled Cackoo {(m)
Shining Broeos Cackoo (m)
Lawghing Kookabarra (i)
Spotted Pardalore

Sttiseed Pardabote (en)
Tamankn Scrubwren ()
Brown Tharnbill

Yellow Warrlehird (e)
Yellow-throared Hooeyeater (c)
Strong-billed Honeyeater ()
Black-headed Homayester (e)
Crescent Hoocyesset

New Holland Hooeyeater
Scarlet Robin

Golden Whistler

Grey Shrike-thrush

Satin Flycascher (m)

Cirey Fanesdl (m)
Black-faced Cuckoo-shirike (m)
Dusky Woodswallow {m)
Grey Butcherbind

Ausralian Maggie (heand)
Grey Currawong

Fotest Raven

Beautiful Fieenil

Goldfineh (1)

Tree Marrin (m)

Silvereye (m)

Commion Blackbied (1)

Engacus sp.
Pademebon
Beushtaded possum (scae)
Ringgalled posswm (deey)

Flora

Acacia melansocylon
Avecia vereicilleia
Acscia dealbata

Acaena novar selandiae
Caninia wcuienta
Clenvatss arivsara
Coproima gwadrifids
Fuculypews averpdisling
E obligue

E ovata

Exocarpe copretifurnvis
Crabmnia graemadis
Gymnachoesur spdaerocepiiu
Lepidagpermu sp
Lepropermnm Lenigeram
Lamaraira Lenmgifolia
Melalewes evicifolia
Melalewcit spwatsrona
Cieatria Uiness

Semecio Hueurifolts

Ferns

Hirbramw eadum
Alecbmusm woand
Cyarhea australis
Dickiawia awtarvrioa
Ceieichenis dicampe
Histinpterit incine

Podprichum prolifeenm

Fungi

Byrswmerndins corium
Cialovent 1p

Chiorciburs gp
Cartinaris rotundizpors
Fammuling veluripes
Lacearia 3p

Mycena interrupra
Owdemanrielle radicats
Ruuwle 5p.

blackwood
peickly moses
sitver wartle
buazzy

dollybush
chematin

mative currans
black pepermine
urningybadk
swamp (black) gam
mative cherry

Cutting gras
burtongrass

ywordsedge

woolly tearree

b )

swamp paperbatk
scemted paperbark
formst daswvbush
hreweed

soft wazerfern
hard warerfern
rough trecfern
treefern

coralfern
barwing ferm
morher shieldfern
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Ihe heavy min in May 2013 was enough
w saturate logs, lingr and other course woody

.{' Oris lllu\ L4 ul.l'ni inag

wery few

sood flush of ||l||g.l'

fruiting bodkes bur fime moulds

Because | had observed numerous slime

moulds after each boot of wet weather during
the previous few months | wus expecting tha

pattern to continne. Howevet, rescarch in the

Northern Hemisphere indicates thar although
slime moulds can sppear at uny time of the
year, they vend 1o peak in spring and summer

=
It is not known when they peak in Australia
this s something more feld research should
determine

Although disappointed not 0 find some
fruiting bodies | had the rare opportunity to
it was reactivased after

warch a sclerotium as

raie i | seack the - | 7107
rain, and then o rack the RICSX OF nuImeroua

samnodia 2y they inched along a tangle

of dogwood and blackwood branches In the

e L"IIY'J‘;:h 10 vyl
On May

."Illl',:li!l]','

‘\\.IIX]" an area s g

cach dav 24th 1 keh

wveral times

?11”'.2“:1 for the conlerence l."u!

thought little more about it

sclermtiumn, the

reactivated the

Oa 6 My 191) rain

dormans stage of 3 ime mould. The change of colpar from

lormaem wage 0 the yelbrw scuve sage W just

vall

the neangr

de tn the sbove photograph

When |

‘;\Ul\.l!nl .fl",'.,n o 'Hnll'x:,. bodics

resumned on June 30 there was
On the

dogwood and blackwood branches were edeven

cluster of walked sPOANELs ul‘ Badhamia

Miriewlarsy at various stages ol deve opment

there was one cluster of orange sporangia stitl

in the process of maturing, and cleven clusiens
see frone coves) thar had

fully

of marture sporangia

completely dehisced (i matured and

released their spores) 10 reveal the intricate
‘badhamoid ]

neework  of  limey

threaad

characxeristic of the genus. There were also

The Dadhamedd” capilling (siesile threads wishin vhe spore

mans) of Hadhemie smurwlarn commiv of vcular, defcare
litre lul'lx'n

: . O ;

twelve active plasmiodia. However, as several

additional species were observed on the log on

July 22nd, the plasmodia were not necessarily

(Slime

impossible ro identify at the plasmodial stage.

those of B weracularae moulds are

fwo of the species (Phyarum wiride and F

album) are in the same order (Physarales) as
8. werscwlaris and their plasmodia look similar
A funther three species (Amyrie pomiformss, A
Llobora and Comarricha nigra) are in differem
onders, that have different looking plasmodia

it Ix not known what prompes. plasmodia 1o
transform 1o fruiting bodies. In the laboratory
changes in amblent conditions such as pH
moksture and temperanure, of exhaustion of the

tood supply have been suggestod as riggers. My
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Afrer souking rain in mid July several ocher dime snould species appeared near Badhesreio wrirdrn. They inctnded excenrive

colonies of Myseram slam (protured) as well @ Comurriche vaprd, Amyeln pomafivmin sod A glades

ohservations of the mature B wericular: luj".l

next (o actively feeding plasmodia thar are all
experiencing the same conditions, suggest that
other factors are involved

Alter the mid May g

ppeurance of the slime
mowld plasmodia, | recalled that mawre

sparangia of the very same species had appeared

about two metres away on the very samw

blackwood log in September 2010 and 1 had

oollected a sclertiom of B wirtelerir in the

mistaken belicf that it was Hemitrichia erprul
very distincrive bright red slime mould whose
?1l;ih'l_,_; sructure s a2 ;'ll‘-l’l--\ln-un' Le i
resemnbles the velns in a plasmodium
Baolhamtist wtricvlaris is a great slime mould to
stisdy because It has relatively ln.'z:x' (L5 to 1.0

; P
mm diamerer) usually stall

cd globose, ovate ot
pear shaped sporangia. It seems to remain in

the hdd lo

necr than most other specics, and i
the sporangia do ger a fungal infection its long
”l“:'L_f lL
entihcation. In additior

I!”{'“.l.l'. sagc l‘»!'. Qrngc an

stalks are distincrive enough for
its selerotium, the

2 quite casy to

sce on a Jog ~ | am vet to bind the sclerotia of

any .A'I:-I}ul ”Y"""'
8, utricwdariz s one of 3 handtyd of known

fungivorous slime moulds (it can  caus

problems in mushiroom farms) which s an

additional est, It has been

ampect W in

recorded growing in the presence of several

commonly  Sterenm

blrrutum and Phicbia radiara, ot will devour

fungal  spocies,  most

other agarics and brackers. It containg a cockrail

of enzymes known as ‘mycolase” which have

been investigated as possible controls of animal
pathogens

| have not kept records of the fungal specics

on the |H,; but in Julv 2013 | noted Mycrna

f
nierrNpN Ll S

{ Chlovacsberia P

midentified gilled brackets, several “paint

splash (i.c. resupinare) fungl and mimenous

exteemely  small  ascomveetes. A colomy

. ‘ .
of Pimpaiseria sp,, & white inflared hungu

fescmxing a mimature L.l"'.".l.l.'l. ’l.l\ AP L".-f

on the Jower end of the log since 2010



e ‘plasmodial tracky’ wese vhibie on the blackwood log They

e cxcresed maner deposiaed along the marpen af the veins of
the plaamodium, Actively fesding plasmodia w W Croms the

'1..\L. l-.-xul']. o vl I ¢ .-.;V I 4 harmbad sedwtancey they

e oucreted

O Judy 20, sher severadl days of heavy main, aootha

2 e T

Referend plamodium waned w wrendorm This photogregd
Ing B “The physmocialogy of myxomycetes wan takon at 1104; by 1435 the stipes were white snd
Tamley review No. 62 New ol (1994), 126 thread-bie

175-201 p. 176
Kebler H.W. and Everhan S5, (2010) I
imporance of Mycomycetes in Biologica

Research and Teaching”™, Fungsy Volame 31

Winter 2010

Madelin, MLE (1984) “Presidemial adidress
Myxomycete data of Ecologk al Mgnibcance

Trams. Br. Myved. Soc. 83

O Aug 10 4 thick layer of plamnodium we making ¢ meal of 2 wothed fungus gowmg (m 3 log on which the Machwood

wat laaning By the following day the eeth had ber waen and this magnihcent laplay of frultieg bodies appes ol



Walks and other cvent
Sunduy September 8th Greens Beach, Mcct at the Greens Beach shop for s walk 10 West Head.

September TBA Monitoring Spyridinm obcordamum at Hawley Nature Reserve and Hawk
Trap Hill, Port Sorell. A small number of people are needed in the second half of September
to asslst with our annual monitoring, Pleasc register interest with Phil Collier ac phil@rubicon.
otg.au or 0438122110, Further information: “Latest additions’ st hetp://www.disjuncroaruralists.
com/articlechtm

L October 11-13 Federation of Field Naturalists Weekend hosted by CNFN Inc,

Field trips 1o Rubicon Sanctuary and Narawntapu NE 2 sumptuous Indlan banguer and a
field naes quiz night are among the activitics planned for the Federation Weekend.
Accommodation is available at Camp Banksia. Pore Sorcll. Bunk room - $26 per person
pet night. Limited camping permitted - $20 per person per night. Please book with Robin
Garnert by Tuesday 1 October. (email obin@rublcon.org.au or phone 0438 002 615)
Federation Weckends present an excellent opportunity 1o meet and share knowdedge with
members of other field naturaliss groups. CNFN is hosting this Federarion weekend s it
would be great if members could come along - there’s sure ro be washing up 1o do!

Sunday November 3rd 10.00. Reedy Marsh. Privare Forest Reserve at 75 Saddless Run Road.
Take River Road frum the “bottom™ roundsbout in Deloraine (near the Deloraine Hotel and the
train patk). Drive along River Rd for 7.8 ke until you come to Saddlers Run Rd. Drivewsy to No,
75 Is firse on the left opposite Willowdale Foultry. Please keep gate closed.

For more details contact Jeanifer: (417 607 786

Sunday December Ist AGM at Weegena. Meet at John and Lynn’s cabin at Hawleys Road,
Weegena for a walk sarting at 10,00. BBQ lunch ar 12.00 (bring something to sharc) followed by
AGM at 2.00 pm, As In previous years we will be voting an obeaining an sudit exemption.

Hawleys Rd Is the 20d nun 1o the left after Kelly's Cage Rd. Jim will pus up red cape at the mumoff,

und again ar the gate into the properry (third twm 1o the right). Drive theough the property until
you come to the cabin, Thete is a toilet, running water, cudery, erc at the cabin,

Sanday January Sth February Plains: Meer at O'Neils Pienic Ground, Gowrde Park (cearly
signposted on the Mt Roland side of Claude Road, with rodlets) ar 9:00m. We will pool transport
from here, A 4 km returm walk (with 200 m gentle climb) to the edge of February Plains and the
recently resored Basil Sceer’s trappers hur at 1050 m altitude. This is west of the Mersey River and
south of the Borradaile Plains. The road is steep in places but OK for a 2WD with care.

resstoenn: Phil Collier Mob: 0438122110 phil@subicon orgau

sucuzvany: Ron Nagoscka Pl 6396 1380 mon@oonnagorckadd ay
rueasvien & sorroe Sarsh Llowd e 6396 1380 ssnabllovdariprinmus com.an
Pacron: De, Peror McQuillan

www.disjunctnaturaliso.com/



